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OCT 6, 1989

OFFICE OF
SOLID WASTE AND EMERGENCY
RESPONSE

Honorabl e Howel | Heflin
United States Senate
Washi ngton, D.C 20510

Dear Senator Heflin:

Thank you for your referral (dated Septenber 19, 1989) of a
letter from your constituent, Rev. A oysius Plaisance, who sought
informati on about EPA s newregul ati ons for underground storage tanks
(USTs).

Rev. Plaisance wondered if the nonastery s USTS would not be
subject to the UST regul ations. Your constituent is correct in
assumng that the nonastery can be considered the residence of the
monks who live there. Therefore, the nonastery's two 500-gal | on USTs
do not need to neet the UST regulatory requirenents, as |long as they
store notor fuel that is noncomercially used only by the nonastery's
resi dents. (The regulatory exclusion is for farm and residenti al
Lists of 1,100 gallons or less storing notor fuel wused for
nonconmmer ci al pur poses.)

Nevert hel ess, the safe operation and nai ntenance of the USTs
shoul d be of concern to your constituent. Residents of the nonastery
shoul d be watchful for any signs that their USTs nay be | eaki ng. Some
of these signs are unexpl ai ned gasoline odors, oil sheens on nearby
surface water, or dead vegetation near the UST. They shoul d respond
quickly to such signs by calling their local fire departnent and
taking action to correct the problem

Since your constituent 's USTs are not subject to the UST
regul ations, | assume he woul d not need a copy of the regul ations, as
he had originally requested. If thereis a need for a copy pl ease | et
me know and we'll have one sent right away. Please do not hesitate
to contact ne if | can be of ant further assistance.



Sincerely yours,

/s/

Ronal d Brand, director
G fice of Underground Storage Tanks



